C AT\ s Work sample

REPORTING AUTHORITY

English — Year 7

Work sample: Response to literary text — Black Snake

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 7 students listen to, read and view a range of spoken, written and multimodal texts,
analysing and comparing text structures and language features and vocabulary choices, to show how these
shape meaning and influence readers. They identify and explore representations of events, characters

and settings in literary texts, and express their own responses to these representations. They interpret and
explain key ideas and issues, and make inferences, drawing on textual evidence, increasing awareness of
purpose, audience and context, and knowledge of a growing range of literary techniques. They synthesise
information, ideas and viewpoints from a variety of texts to draw reasoned conclusions. They use their
increasing vocabulary, and accumulated knowledge of text structures and language features, to support their
interpretation and evaluation.

Students create well-constructed spoken, written and multimodal texts to inform, entertain, persuade and
narrate in which meaning is supported by planned structures and organisation. They interact with others

in groups to exchange, debate and substantiate ideas and opinions. As individuals and in groups, they

make oral presentations to share and promote points of view, supporting these presentations with selected
evidence. They select appropriate vocabulary to show shades of meaning, feeling and opinion, to express
ideas clearly and to engage and elicit a response from the audience. In expressing or challenging a point of
view, they draw appropriately on personal knowledge, textual analysis, and other relevant texts they have
experienced. They effectively use a variety of clause and sentence structures, paragraphing and punctuation
to sustain meaning and to support the structural coherence of the text.

Summary of task

This task was completed as part of an integrated English and history unit of work. Students were asked to
compete the following activities in preparation for the task:

1. Read Carole Wilkinson’s Black Snake.

2. Discuss the various ways Ned Kelly is represented through the novel and complete a character profile
of him.
3. Compare various representations of Ned Kelly from imaginative and historical texts and identify the

representation of Ned Kelly in each source.

After completing these tasks, students were asked to write a response to the question:
‘Was Ned Kelly a villain? Support your opinion with evidence.’

This task was completed under exam conditions and students were given 40 minutes.

Student attainment of the achievement standard is determined at the end of a reporting period after
reviewing relevant assessment evidence.
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Annotation summary

This work sample demonstrates a clear understanding of the issues and texts under consideration. The
response is structurally coherent and presents a well supported, relevant and consistent point of view. The
student uses language features such as vocabulary and sentence openings to build cohesion and connect
ideas, for example ‘Despite the evidence’, ‘moreover’, ‘it is overwhelmingly clear’. Spelling, punctuation and
syntax are variable but meaning is clear and ideas are presented effectively.
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